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BRIEFLY NOTED

Haiku 21.2, eds. Lee Gurga and Scott Metz (Champaign, Ill.: Modern
Haiku Press, 2025). 273 pages; 5% x 8". Matte four-color card covers;
perfectbound. ISBN 978-0-9600855-9-0. Price: $25.00 from modern-
haiku.org

The editors of the award-winning Haiku 21 return. Where the previous
volume collected haiku from the twenty-first century’s first decade, the
new volume gathers from the decade 2011-2020. The new volume is
broader than its predecessor in two important ways: the number of po-
ets has increased to over 400, presenting over 800 poems, and with that
an intentional broadening of the kinds of “notable” haiku the anthology
shares. Anthologies are reflections of their editors, as such H21.2 benefits
from having two editors who between them appreciate a wide range
of poetic styles. Readers will easily find much to admire here. Strongly

recommended.

A New Resonance 14, eds. Jim Kacian & Julie Schwerin (Winchester, Va.:
Red Moon Press, 2025). 176 pages; 5% x 8%". Matte four-color card
covers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-1-958408-65-0. Price: $20.00 from

WW w.redmoonpress.com

Readers will be familiar with the New Resonance series, a series with the
goal of showcasing “emerging voices in English-language haiku.” When
the series began in 1999, there were less outlets for publication, so the
series did a good job of presenting readers with a larger sample than nor-
mally encountered in a journal—fifteen haiku each—so readers could get
a sense of each poet’s voice. Despite the larger publishing opportunities
currently available, that goal is still a valued and successtul one. The poets
in this fourteenth volume are: Anne Elise Burgevin, Antoinette Cheung,
Dan Curtis, P.H. Fischer, Benedict Grant, Edward Cody Huddleston,
Barrie Levine, David McKee, Sarah Metzler, Laurie D. Morrissey, Vic-
tor Ortiz, John Pappas, Rich Schilling, C.X. Turner, Evan Vandermeer,
David Watts, and Susan Yavaniski. We might quibble with calling some
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of the poets “emerging”: for example, Ortiz has been publishing haiku
in MH since 2006, Burgevin and McKee since 2009, Curtis since 2016,
so they are hardly newcomers. Some of them have also published collec-
tions. That said, it is a well-curated anthology, and it is a joy to experience

these voices more fully.

Tea All the Time it Takes, ed. Denise Fontaine-Pincince ([No place]
Belchertown, Mass.: Privately printed, 2025). 141 pages; 5%" x 8”. Matte
four-color card covers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-0-9982409-2-3. Price:
$20.00 from online booksellers.

Fontaine-Pincince delivers a wealth of tea poems by 118 haikuists that
are beautifully presented in good-sized print with ample space for them
to seep. The poets clearly love tea, and through the poems the reader dis-
covers how expansive the simple act of brewing tea can be. Some favor-
ites: turning point / choosing from ten / types of tea (Arnot); second cup of
tea— / the to-do list shorter / this morning (Baker); loose tea leaves / over-
Sflow the scoop / autumn evening (Kaplan); lighting the match / that lights
the fire / morning tea (Rickert); tea ceremony / a saucer / for the car (Tripi).
An excellent gift for the tea-lover in your family.

Water Between Mountain Stones, eds. Shirley & Randy Brooks (Santa
Rosa, Calif.: Two Autumns Press, 2025). 28 pages; 5” % 7". Matte four-
color card covers; perfectbound. No ISBN. Price: $10.00 postpaid to
HPNC, ¢/o Jim Chessing, HPNC Books, 2886 Calais Dr., San Ramon,
CA 94583, or via PayPal to hpncadmin@gmail.com. (add $1.00)

The chapbook which accompanied the August 17th HPNC Two Au-
tumns Reading. 2025’s readers were: Mimi Ahern, Randy Brooks, Gary
Hotham, Yvette Nicole Kolodji. One ku from each: my daughter threads
it / as 1 did for my mother / fading autumn light (Ahern); same Kansas
wind / at the June wedding ... / ber funeral (Brooks); counting on / the ones

we see / fireflies(Hotham); washing machine / our unmentionables/ mingle

(Kolodji).
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Bird Haiku, by Spencer Thompson (Sioux Falls, S.D.: Oxbow Committee,
2025). 126 pages; S%" x 8". Matt four-color card covers; perfectbound.
ISBN 979-8-218-62541-2. Price: $24.00 from online booksellers.

Fifty-eight haiku on fifty-eight bird species, each poem paired with an
illustration from a naturalist such as John James Audubon or Louis Agas-
siz Fuertes. Thompson orders his poems in an interesting way, as a birding
outing from backyard to rural to wilderness settings. In the main they are
quiet poems detailing his observations. Some, such as Abandoned lor— /
the killdeer / in mud aren’t more than a sketch, but others offer more.
Sunshine / identifies the hawk’s tail— / hunting season; Red wing / on a
yield sign— / summer heat.

Telling the Bees: The Red Moon Anthology of English Language Haiku
2024, eds. Jim Kacian & the Red Moon Editorial Staff (Winchester, Va.:
Red Moon Press, 2025). 172 pages; 5%" x 8%4". Matte four-color card
covers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-1-958408-62-9. Price: $20.00 from

WW w.rcdmoonpress.com

Annual from Red Moon Press—their twenty-ninth!!—that continues to
illustrate the health of the series and the English-language haiku com-
munity. 164 poets share 171 poems, seventeen linked works, and seven
essays (two of which by Brad Bennett were published in our pages). Al-
ways a good indicator of what’s going on in haiku, and a series all serious
haikuists should have on their shelf. Some favorites: after the train / wild-
Sflowers return / to first position (Bennett); the shortest day / this at least /
we have in common (Evetts); war games / played as a child /everyone goes
home (Kovacic); Shenandoah battlefield / berries that traveled / through a
bear (White).

Like Nothing, John Bryce Belbas (Oregon House, Calif.: onthe-
fieldofmars, 2021.) 126 pages; 4" x 6%". Glossy four-color card covers;
perfectbound. No ISBN. Price: $17.00 from onthefieldofmars@
world12.net
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His best haiku from a near sixty-year practice. Despite this lengthy
period, we wish the poems were stronger. Too many fall flat as he
attempts to force philosophy into poetry, and some are simply opaque.
Others contain quiet humor. Wind empties my mind ... / Wild irises grow
along / the golden pathway; Funny entrances / & exits the Moon makes, /
when you ride the Night train; The early bird, he / tells us, got the worm, /

also, the croissant.

World Haiku 2025: No. 21, ed. Ban’ya Natsuishi (Japan: World Haiku
Association, 2025). 218 pages; 5% x 8%”. Glossy four-color card cov-
ers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-4-911254-07-3. Price: $15.00 from www.

worldhaiku.net

The annual from the World Haiku Association. 524 haiku from 177
poets in 35 languages. As might be expected of a members anthology, the
quality varies. Also included are two essays in French and English, a book
review of the 2024 anthology (in French), and a report on the 2024 in-
person WHA Japan Assembly and Zoom Conferences.

A Good Possible Year for an Apocalypse, by Daniel Shank Cruz (Win-
chester, Va.: Red Moon Press, 2025). 102 pages; 4%" x 6%". Matte
four-color card covers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-1-958408-70-4. Price:
$20.00 from www.redmoonpress.com

In their back-cover blurb, Rowan Beckett Minor refers to Cruz as a “voice
of Elder Millennial culture,” which is an apt description, given the book’s
focus on the pandemic and pop culture—with a healthy dash of millen-
nial doom-and-gloom. Yet Cruz often finds humor or irony in these same
subjects, so a poem such as May Day another book ban sits comfortably
beside a poem such as pandemic / she's braless / all the time. This welcome
balance reflects a real person in a real world, one we want to hear more
from. Other favorites: giving blood the nurse’s cologne; daffodils / opening /
the drawer of old maps. Recommended.
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Sincerely Yours: Haiku in Honor of Onitsura, by Robert Epstein (Berkeley,
Calif.: Privately printed, 2025). 118 pages; 5" x 8". Matte four-color card
covers; perfectbound. ISBN 979-8-316298-92-1. Price: $13.00 from on-

line booksellers.

Epstein’s latest collection was inspired by Onitsura’s comment that
“Apart from makoto (sincerity), there is no haikai.” We have always felt
that sincerity was a key component in Epstein’s work, and his poems feel
authentically engaging. The poems are presented one per page with oc-
casional public domain accompanying photos. An enjoyable collection.
Some favorites: dawn — / the day blooms / in the shower; recycling center

— / the barred owl keeps / repeating himself; no obituary / no memorial /
Just felled.

Exit a Summer, by John Xavier (No place: Privately printed, [2025]). 93
pages; ebook. No ISBN. Price: available for free download from www.
obooko.com/free-poetry-collections/exit-a-summer-haiku-senryu-zap-

pai

A “Selected Haiku,” containing work from his previous eight self-pub-
lished collections, some new poems, and a few short essays. By his own
admission, Xavier has been working in isolation (all but one poem un-
published), which is a shame, because despite some odd punctuation he
has something to offer. The odd punctuation are forward slashes “/” that
seem to stand in for the haiku cut, but aren’t always needed, especially

when grammar makes the cut obvious, ie.

clock tower /
neither can you

hold a sunset

That quirkiness aside, Xavier is an observant writer. The collection con-
tains over 400 haiku, and while many don’t hit, enough do to make it
worthwhile. Spring hail (slash) / bouncing as if fleas / in the grass; all the
flags / of vying nations (slash) / the same silhouettes.
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Random Blue Sparks, by Debbie Strange (United Kingdom: Snap-
shot Press, 2024). 96 pages; 5" x7%". Glossy four-color card covers;
perfectbound. ISBN 978-1-903543-59-7. Price: £15.00 from www.snap-

shotpress.co.uk

Strange’s first full-length collection of haiku. She has a sharp eye for the
just-right perceptions of her world. Her language is carefully chosen,
with the right words chiming in the right places; these are poems meant
to be read aloud, and slowly. Primarily poems of nature and the seasons,
readers will discover that Strange is as much of the Canadian landscape
as her subjects. These are poems of immersion. A fine collection. Rec-
ommended. weathered oars / we fold our worries / into the river; firelight

knitting another length of silence; parbelion / our lashes thicken / with ice.

White Heat, by Sara Tropper (Winchester, Va.: Red Moon Press, 2025).
68 pages; 6”x9". Matte four-color card covers; perfectbound. ISBN
978-1-958408-64-3. Price: $20.00 from www.redmoonpress.com

A volume dedicated to the victims of October 7th by an Israeli haikuist.
A mix of haiku and haibun revealing life in wartime Isracl. As a wife,
mother, and grandmother, many of the poems are of children and famil-
ial relationships; the everyday of a community of soldier-families. Many
of the poems show how deeply the country’s precarious situation invades
cach household. A few of the poems translated into Hebrew and Arabic.
A tew: bomb shelter palms on a pregnant belly; car inspection / I'm held
together / with duct tape; first light / the weight of it ... / my son’s rifle.

Summer Loves, by Peter Barnes (No place: Privately printed, 2025). 88
pages; 4" x 6”. Glossy bland and white card covers; perfectbound. ISBN
237-0-22-41539-6. Price: $10.00 from vgbarnes@hotmail.com

A collection of thirty-seven unpublished poems, one per right-hand
page. Barnes waxes philosophical in these poems, whose personifications
sometimes get in the way: just a simple breeze —/ Indian summer won't
mock / the slaughtered leaves. And others seem too personal to share: cred-
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it the vain / for the green grass / not for oysters on the half-shell. He is a poet
who likes to write statements, which is great when they avoid these pit-
falls, and there is no denying his unique perspective. a part of all Januaries

/ an ashen sled / gliding on old snow.

Haiku 2025, eds. Lee Gurga and Scott Metz (Champaign, Ill.: Modern
Haiku Press, 2025). 128 pages; 5%" x 4%". Glossy four-color card cov-
ers; perfectbound. ISBN 978-0-9741894-3-7. Price: $10.00 from www.

modernhaiku.org

The latest annual from Gurga and Metz. A hundred “notable haiku.” Jim
Kacian, author of the afterward, writes: “Serious poets are not writing
randomly, but aiming at specific targets.” And of haiku anthologies, this
series seems to be composed of poems with the widest variety of targets,
some who straddle the idea of what ‘haikuness’ can be. Whether or not
the poems succeed—or even are haiku—will be up to the reader. But it is
an exciting, thought-provoking collection. death poem / with an asterisk
/ autumn sky (Cruz); single-use petal / the delicate margins / of existence
(Gilbert); another mother’s day band aid for the exit wound (Lehmann).

Syphons, by Rebecca Lilly (Winchester, Va.: Red Moon Press, 2025). 186
pages; 4%" x 6%". Glossy four-color card covers; perfectbound. ISBN
978-1-958408-61-2. Price:$20.00 from www.redmoonpress.com

There is a great variety of haiku in Lilly’s latest collection, from normative
offerings to deeper, more layered ones. In a sense all poets inhabit their
poems, but Lilly sometimes goes a bit further after the experience, then
again after it is written, further into the language—until ultimately the
“moment” has its own linguistic reality, a shadow reality, yet very much
of Lilly herself. She is a wordy poet that can’t be read quickly, but the
world she conjures from the one she perceives is well-worth the visit,
which makes us wonder if our own worlds aren’t equally shadowy. Rec-
ommended. fragrant forest pines / light can’t yet penetrate — / there’s the
rest of my life; river meanders ... / as I journal it, / a less legible cursive;
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runoff stones where the riverbed was thought; on bare branches the light /
winters. Consider, then, if / space never began.

THE ROBERT SPIESS MEMORIAL HAIKU AWARDS
COMPETITION FOR 2026

Modern Haiku is pleased to announce the Robert Spiess Memorial Haiku
Awards Competition for 2026. The purpose of this competition is to

honor the life and work of Bob Spiess, editor of Modern Haiku from
1978 to his death on March 13, 2002.

Deadline: In hand no later than March 13, 2026.

Please see full rules and guidelines on our website:

https://modernhaiku.org/spiesscontest/spiesscontest2026.html




