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Fencing with the Moon
�CZ�+VMJF�4DIXFSJO�	(FPSHFUPXO
�,Z���'JOJTI-
JOH�-JOF�1SFTT
�����
�����QBHFT�����¤ ����.BUUF�GPVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DPWFST��
QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/��������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�POMJOF�
booksellers.

Reviewed by Mary Stevens

%FEJDBUFE� UP� UIF� XPNFO� JO� IFS� MJGF
� +VMJF� 4DIXFSJO�T� DPMMFDUJPO
� 
Fencing with the Moon
� JT� BO�PQFO
�IPOFTU�EFQJDUJPO�PG� UIF�DIBM-

MFOHFT�XPNFO� GBDF� UISPVHIPVU� UIFJS� MJWFT��ăF� đSTU� QPFN�GPS�XIJDI�
UIF�DPMMFDUJPO�JT�OBNFE�DPOTJTUT�PG�UXFMWF�MJOFT�PG�GSFF�WFSTF�UIBU�GPSF-
HSPVOET�UIF�OBSSBUJWF�BSD�PG�UIF�SFTU�PG�UIF�WPMVNF��UIF�DZDMFT�BOE�TUBHFT�
PWFS�UIF�DPVSTF�PG�B�XPNBO�T�MJGF��

ăF�NFBOJOH� JO� UIJT�QPFN� JT� TVQQPSUFE�CZ� UIF� DPWFS� BSU
�XIJDI� JT� B�
XPSL� PG� 4DIXFSJO�T� BT� XFMM��ăF� DPNQPTJUJPO� DPOTJTUT� PG� B� USBOTMVDFOU�
NPPOMJLF� JNBHF�PO�B� SFE�CBDLHSPVOE�XJUI�CMBDL�XJOHMJLF� TIBQFT
� BOE�
UIF�UJUMF�JT�JO�CMBDL�GPOU�XJUI�UIF�FYDFQUJPO�PG�UIF�XPSE�iNPPO
u�XIJDI�JT�
SFE��"O�JNBHF�CPUI�CPME�BOE�EFMJDBUF
�JU�SFĔFDUT�UIF�UPOF�BOE�DPOUFOU�PG�
UIF�WPMVNF��

ăFSF� BSF� FMFWFO�PUIFS� JNBHFT� JO� UIF�CPPL
� JO�CMBDL� BOE�XIJUF
� UIBU�
HSBDF� UIF� đSTU� QBHF� PG� FBDI� TFDUJPO��ăF� BVUIPS�T� BSUJTU�T� TUBUFNFOU� FY-
QMBJOT�IFS�VTF�PG�suminagashi
�B�+BQBOFTF�NBSCMJOH�UFDIOJRVF�PG�QBJOUJOH�
PO�XBUFS� UIBU� JOWJUFT� BO� JOUFSQMBZ�CFUXFFO� UIF� MBXT�PG�QIZTJDT� BOE� UIF�
BSUJTU�T�JOUVJUJPO��

&BDI�TFDUJPO�DPOUBJOT�TFWFO�QPFNT
�GPS�B�UPUBM�PG�TFWFOUZ�TFWFO�QPFNT�
JO�UIF�WPMVNF��"CPVU�UIJSUZ�OJOF�QFSDFOU�PG�UIF�QPFNT�BSF�TFOSZV
�UISFF�
QFSDFOU�BSF�IBJLV
�BOE�đĕZ�FJHIU�QFSDFOU�BSF�IZCSJE��4FWFOUZ�FJHIU�QFS-
DFOU�PG�UIF�QPFNT�IBWF�QFPQMF�JO�UIFN
�NPTUMZ�GFBUVSJOH�B�GFNBMF�QSPUBH-
POJTU��ăFSF�BSF�NFO�JO�TPNF�QPFNT�UPP�JO�SFMBUJPO�UP�UIF�XPNFO��ăF�
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QPFNT� UFDIOJDBMMZ�OPU� GFBUVSJOH�QFPQMF� JO� UIFN�PĕFO� DBSSZ� B� QBMQBCMF�
IVNBO�QSFTFODF�CZ�WJSUVF�PG�UIFJS�QPTJUJPO�JO�UIF�TFDUJPO�UIFZ�SF�JO��ăJT�
DBMJCSBUJPO�PG�TFOSZV�UP�IBJLV
�IVNBO�UP�OBUVSBM�XPSME
�BOE�XPNFO�UP�
NFO�JT�UIF�QFSGFDU�CBMBODF�JO�B�DPMMFDUJPO�BCPVU�XPNFO�T�FYQFSJFODF��ăJT�
CPPL� CFMPOHT� BMPOHTJEF� PUIFS� IVNBO�SJHIUT�SJDI� QVCMJDBUJPOT� TVDI� BT�
UIPTF�CZ�3PCFSUB�#FBSZ
�3PXBO�#FDLFUU�.JOPS
�5FSSJ�-��'SFODI
�NBSMFOF�
mountain, and Lorraine Padden. 

"CPWF�FBDI�QBJOUJOH�JT�UIF�TFDUJPO�T�UJUMF
�XIJDI�DPOTJTUT�PG�B�XPSE�PS�
QISBTF�GSPN�POF�PG�UIF�QPFNT�GSPN�UIF�TFDUJPO��ăF�BSSBOHFNFOU�PG�UIF�
TFDUJPOT�BOE�UIF�QPFNT�XJUIJO�FBDI�TFDUJPO�JT�NBTUFSGVM�JO�JUT�ĔPX�BOE�
IPX�JU�GPMMPXT�XPNFO�T�MJGF�TUBHFT��ăF�TFDUJPOT�iUIF�TVOĔPXFS�UVSOTu�BOE�
iEBOEFMJPO�XJTIFTu�EFBM�NBJOMZ�XJUI�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�WJPMFODF
�GPMMPXFE�CZ�B�
UPOF�PG�MPOFMJOFTT�BOE�JTPMBUJPO�JO�UIF�TFDUJPO�iUIF�JOTJEF�PG�B�UVMJQu��

OBSSPXJOH�SJWFS
XF�MFBSO�UP�JEFOUJGZ

IJT�USJHHFST

ăF� TFDUJPO� iB� IPMF� JO� UIF� MJHIUu� JT� BCVOEBOU�XJUI�NPPO� JNBHFSZ� BOE 
GFBUVSFT�QPFNT�BCPVU�GFSUJMJUZ�BOE�QSFHOBODZ��

B�DIBODF�UP�DPODFJWF�UIF�NPPO�*�N�UFUIFSFE�UP

*O�UIF�TFDUJPO�iOP�NPSF�XPSET
u�XF�TFOTF�B�USBOTJUJPO
�B�EJTKPJOUFEOFTT
�B�
OPU�đUUJOH
�B�GSBHJMJUZ�JO�UIF�UPOF�PG�UIF�QPFNT��

no more words
POMZ�DMPVET�PG�GSP[FO�CSFBUI

between us

ăF� TFDUJPOT� iNJHSBUJOH� NPOBSDITu� BOE� iDPVOUJOH� CMPTTPNTu� BEESFTT 
QPWFSUZ�BOE�BEEJDUJPO
�SFTQFDUJWFMZ��

DPVOUJOH�CMPTTPNT
JOUP�IFS�EBVHIUFS�T�IBOET

one day at a time
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ăFSF�JT�B�SFTQJUF�QFSJPE�JO�TFDUJPO�iB�DBSFTT�PG�NPPO
u�XIFSF�BO�VOIBUDI-
JOH� TFFNT�UP�CF�IBQQFOJOH�XJUI� JNBHFT�PG� TIFMMT�BOE�DPOUBJOFST
� BOE�B�
GSFFEPN�GSPN�SPMFT��ăJT�FNFSHFODF�DPOUJOVFT�JO�UIF�TFDUJPO�iXIJTQFSFE�
SFTJTUBODF
u�XJUI�QPFNT�TVHHFTUJOH�UIF�XPSL�JOWPMWJOH�DPNJOH�JOUP�BMJHO-
NFOU�XJUI�POF�T�HFOEFS�JEFOUJUZ��

TUFQQJOH�PĈ
UIF�FHHTIFMM�QBTU
TFDPOE�TQSJOH

'JOBMMZ
�UIF�TFDUJPO�iXJOUFS�GPSTZUIJBu�GPDVTFT�PO�NFOPQBVTF�BOE�NJEMJGF�
JO�HFOFSBM
�XIJMF�iDBUBSBDU�DMPVETu�CSJOHT�UP�NJOE�PME�BHF
�XJUI�JNBHFT�PG�
CSPLFO
�GSP[FO�PCKFDUT
�BOE�UPQJDT�PG�EFDBZ�BOE�NFNPSZ�MPTT��

CSFBDIJOH�XIBMF
UIF�UJNF�CFUXFFO

too soon and too late

%FTQJUF�UIFJS�CFBVUJGVM� JNBHFSZ
� UIFTF�BSF�OPU�QPFNT�PG�UIF� KPZGVM�NP-
NFOUT�JO�MJGF��GBMMJOH�JO�MPWF
�XFEEJOHT
�UIF�MJUUMF�SFXBSET�PG�NPUIFSIPPE
�
UIF� BOUJDT� PG� HSBOEDIJMESFO
� PS� UFOEFS�NFNPSJFT� PG� QBSFOUT��8JUI� UIF�
FYDFQUJPO�PG�UIF�đSTU�DPVQMF�PG�QPFNT�TVHHFTUJOH�ZPVUI�BOE�JOOPDFODF
�
4DIXFSJO� TIPXT�XJUI� DPNQBTTJPO� BOE� UFOEFSOFTT� UIF�NBOZ� TJUVBUJPOT�
JO�XIJDI�XPNFO�TVĈFS�BOE�UIF�XPSL�JOWPMWFE�JO�MJĕJOH�POFTFMG�VQ�BĕFS�
IBSETIJQ��ăF�DPMMFDUJPO�FOET�XJUI�

BMM�PG�VT
witnesses

blood moon

ăJT�đOBM�QPFN�DPOOFDUT� TUSPOHMZ� UP�B�QPFN�GSPN�UIF�iUIF� JOTJEF�PG�B�
UVMJQu�TFDUJPO��

day moon
UIF�POMZ�XJUOFTT

remains silent
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ăF�NPPO�BOE�XJUOFTTFT�BQQFBS�JO�CPUI�QPFNT��IPXFWFS
�UIF�đOBM�QPFN�
EFNBOET� BDDPVOUBCJMJUZ�B� TBUJTGZJOH� TIJĕ� GSPN� UIF� FBSMJFS� QPFN
� JO�
XIJDI�UIF�TQFBLFS�IBT�OP�TVQQPSU�BOE�JT�BMM�BMPOF�

ăF�MBTU�QPFN�BMTP�DJSDMFT�CBDL�UP�UIF�JOJUJBM�MPOH�QPFN
�ZFU�ESPQT�VT�PĈ�
JO�B�EJĈFSFOU�QMBDF��"ĕFS�SFBEJOH�UIF�QPFNT�JO�UIJT�WPMVNF
�XF�DBOOPU�
IFMQ�CVU�SFĔFDU�PO�UIFTF�DIBMMFOHFT�UIBU�PDDVS�TP�GSFRVFOUMZ�JO�XPNFO�T�
FYQFSJFODF��ăJT�MBTU�QPFN�JT�BO�JOWJUBUJPO
�B�DBMM
�B�DIBMMFOHF��OPX�UIBU�XF�
BSF�BMM�XJUOFTTFT
�XIBU�BSF�XF�HPJOH�UP�EP 

Sōseki Natsume’s Collected Haiku: 1,000 verses from Japan’s Most 
Popular Writer
�USBOT��BOE�JOUSPEVDFE�CZ�&SJL�3��-PGHSFO�	5PLZP���
7FSNPOU��5VUUMF
�����
������QBHFT������¤ �����.BUUF�GPVS�DPMPS�CPPL�
KBDLFU��IBSEDPWFS��*4#/��������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�PO-
line booksellers.

Sōseki Natsume: A Collection of Haiku in Irish, English, and Greek, by 
(BCSJFM�3PTFOTUPDL�	*SFMBOE��"CBCÙOB
�����
�����QBHFT������¤ � ���
.BUUF�GPVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DPWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/�����������������
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Reviewed by David Burleigh

0OF�PG�UIF�OPUBCMF�UIJOHT�BCPVU�.BLPUP�6FEB�T�QJPOFFSJOH�BOUIPM-
ogy Modern Japanese Haiku�	����

�CFZPOE�JUT�NFUJDVMPVT�TDIPM-

BSTIJQ� BOE� QSFTFOUBUJPO
� JT� UIF� JODMVTJPO� PG� UXP� OPWFMJTUT� BNPOH� UIF�
UXFOUZ�QPFUT�SFQSFTFOUFE��/BUTVNF�4ʹTFLJ�	���������
�BOE�"LVUBHBXB�
3ZˎOPTVLF�	���������

�UIF�MBUUFS�UP�TPNF�FYUFOU�B�EJTDJQMF�PG�UIF�GPS-
NFS��/FJUIFS�IBT� BQQFBSFE� JO�BOZ�PG� UIF�NVDI�NPSF�DPNQFOEJPVT�BO-
UIPMPHJFT� JTTVFE� TJODF
� TVDI� BT� UIPTF� GSPN� UIF�.PEFSO�)BJLV� 4PDJFUZ�
JO� +BQBO� 	����������

� UIPVHI�4ʹTFLJ�EPFT� BQQFBS� JO�B� TNBMMFS�POF�CZ 
-VDJFO�4USZL
�Cage of Fireflies�	����
��$MFBSMZ�UIJT�JT�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�&SJL�
3��-PGHSFO�TFFLT�UP�SFNFEZ�XJUI�UIJT�CPPL
�BU�MFBTU�GPS�UIF�PMEFS�BVUIPS�

#FTJEFT�CFJOH�+BQBO�T�NPTU�QPQVMBS�OPWFMJTU
� GBNJMJBSMZ�SFGFSSFE�UP�CZ�
IJT� HJWFO�OBNF
� BOE�POF�PG� JUT� HSFBUFTU�XSJUFST
� 4ʹTFLJ�XBT� BMTP� DMPTFMZ�


