
Reviews 129

Saffron Skies�CZ�8JMMJBN�4DPUU�(BMBTTP�	-BHVOB�8PPET�$BMJG���(BM-
XJO�1SFTT� ����
�� ����QBHFT�� ���¤������.BUUF� GPVS�DPMPS� DBSE� DPWFST��
QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/��������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�POMJOF�
booksellers.

Reviewed by Laurie D. Morrissey

Saffron Skies�JT�B�WBSJFE�DPMMFDUJPO�DPOUBJOJOH�IBJLV�UBOLB�BOE�IBJCVO��
(BMBTTP�EJWJEFE�UIF�QPFNT�JOUP�FJHIU�TFDUJPOT�NPTU�PG�XIJDI�PQFO�

XJUI�B�CMBDL�BOE�XIJUF�QIPUP��0O�NZ�đSTU�SFBEJOH�*�TLJQQFE�i"CPVU�UIF 
"VUIPSu�BOE�i1SFGBDFu�BOE� KVNQFE�SJHIU� JOUP�i/FX�:FBS��%BZu�XIJDI�
DPOUBJOT�GPVS�IBJLV��ăF�PQFOJOH�QPFN�NBEF�NF�TNJMF��no longer young 
/ we enter the new year / snoring��#FTJEFT�UIF�HFOUMF�JSPOZ�*�BQQSFDJBUF�UIF�
FDPOPNJDBM�MBOHVBHF�BOE�UIF�VOJWFSTBMJUZ�PG�UIF�FYQFSJFODF�

*�CFHBO�SFBEJOH�UIF�TFDPOE�TFDUJPO�i4OPX�PO�4QSVDFu�EVSJOH�UIF�ZFBS�T�
CJHHFTU� TOPXTUPSN�� *U�PQFOT�XJUI�B�IBJLV�BCPVU�B� TUPSN�DBVTFE�QPXFS�
PVUBHF�XIJDI�*�IPQFE�XPVME�OPU�CF�B�QPSUFOU��	*U�XBT�
�0G�UIF�UXFOUZ�
PEE�XJOUSZ�IBJLV�JO�UIJT�TFDUJPO�NZ�GBWPSJUF�JT�peat / in the whisky glass / 
first snow��)BJLV�BCPVU�BMDPIPM�BSF�DPNNPO�BT�,SJTUJO�-JOERVJTU�OPUFE�
JO�IFS� FTTBZ� i&NCSBDJOH� UIF�.PPO��)BJLV� BCPVU�%SJOLJOHu� 	Modern 
Haiku�����
�BOE�(BMBTTP�T�JT�B�đOF�FYBNQMF��ăF�PQFOJOH�XPSE�JUTFMG�JT�
MBZFSFE��.VDI�JT�JNQMJFE�JO�UIFTF�TFWFO�XPSET�JODMVEJOH�UIF�ESJOLFS	T
��
ăJT�IBJLV�JOWPMWFT�UIF�FBS�FZF�BOE�QBMBUF�BOE�JU�IJHIMJHIUT�POF�PG�UIF�
UIJOHT�QFPQMF�EP�XJUI�TQJSJUT��NBSL�UIF�TFBTPO��8IJMF�TPNF�PG�UIF�IBJLV�
in Saffron Skies BSF�TUSBJHIUGPSXBSE�BOE�EP�OPU�JOWJUF�NF�UP�MJOHFS�UIJT�JT�
POF�PG�UIF�POFT�*�DBO�EXFMM�PO�BOE�FOKPZ�NBOZ�UJNFT��i4OPX�PO�4QSVDFu�
BMTP�DPOUBJOT�B�EP[FO�QPXFSGVM�IBJLV�HBUIFSFE�JOUP�i)BJLV�GPS�6LSBJOF�u�
&YBNQMF��snow / before a boot print / mars it. 

0G�UIF�OFYU�TJY�TFDUJPOT�TPNF�DPOUBJO�POF�GPSN�POMZ�BOE�PUIFST�BSF�B�
NJYUVSF��*O�B�TFDUJPO�DPOUBJOJOH�NPSF�UIBO�TFWFOUZ�TFOSZV�*�UPPL�QMFB-
TVSF�JO�đOEJOH�NVTJDBM�UIFNFT�JO�B�HPPE�NBOZ��#JUT�PG�TPOH�MZSJDT�BSF�GVO�
UP�EJTDPWFS�IFSF�FTQFDJBMMZ� JO� UIF� DBTF�PG� UIJT� USJQMF�XIBNNZ��antici-
pation … / only you know and I know / you give me fever��4PNF�PG�UIFTF�
TFOSZV�SFTFNCMF�B�QMBJO�PCTFSWBUJPO�MJLF�B�DBTVBM�DPNNFOU�UP�B�GSJFOE��
best sound / I’ve heard all day / baby’s chuckle��"�GFX�PG�UIF�TUSPOHFTU��	XJUI�
OPET�UP�3PCFSU�'SPTU�BOE�%S��4FVTT
�
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� TDSBUDIFE�-1� PQFO�NJD
� UJNF�OP�MPOHFS� B�NPNFOU�T�TJMFODF
� PO�PVS�TJEF�� CFGPSF�UIF�BQQMBVTF�

� TQMJU�QJMM� RVBSBOUJOFE
� GFFMJOH�CFUUFS� BMM�UIF�QMBDFT
� CZ�IBMG� *�XPVME�HP�

� KVTU�B�HMBODF� UIF�TDBS
� UIF�SPBE�OPU�UBLFO� OFWFS�EJTDVTTFE
 between us about to be
  
*O�UIF�TFDUJPO�i.JYFE�#BH�5BOLB�*u�*�FOKPZFE�B�HSPVQ�PG�GPVS�FLQISBTUJD�
UBOLB�JOTQJSFE�CZ�&EXBSE�)PQQFS�T�/FX�:PSL�DJUZTDBQFT��*O�B�TVNNFSZ�
TFDUJPO� DBMMFE� i4FB� BOE� 4BOEu� *� QBSUJDVMBSMZ� MJLFE� i$BOUP� GPS� 4XFFUTu�
B� MPOH�IBJCVO�UIBU�XBSNMZ�DBQUVSFT�UIF�FQIFNFSBM�QMFBTVSFT�PG�B�DBNQ�
TVNNFS�� ăF� TFDUJPO� DBMMFE� i7FSNJMJPO� 'BMMJOHu� 	TIBSJOH� B� UJUMF� XJUI 
(BMBTTP�T������CPPL
�BOPUIFS�đOF�ESJOLJOH�IBJLV�BQQFBST��first day of fall 
/ I switch from gin / to whisky��.Z�GBWPSJUF�JO�UIJT�TFDUJPO�JT��paddling swan 
/  pushing daylight / to the shore��ăJT�TFDUJPO�	BOE�UIF�CPPL
�FOET�XJUI�UIF�
bittersweet Thanksgiving / we share hors d’oeuvres / on Zoom. 

"ĕFS�SFBEJOH�UIF�QPFUSZ�JO�UIJT�WPMVNF�*�SFBE�UIF�i"CPVU�UIF�"VUIPSu�
QBHF� QSFGBDF� UXP� BDLOPXMFEHNFOUT� TFDUJPOT� CJP� BOE� QIPUP� DSFEJUT�
XIJDI�PĈFS�B�HSFBU�EFBM�PG�FYQMBOBUJPO��ăF�BVUIPS�T�QIPUP�MBDLT�FOPVHI�
UPOBM�DPOUSBTU�UP�EJTUJOHVJTI�(BMBTTP�T�GBDF�VOGPSUVOBUFMZ��*�BMTP�DPOTJE-
FSFE�UIF�CPPL�T�UJUMF��*�MJLF�UJUMFT�UP�EP�TPNF�XPSL�CVU�JU�JT�OPU�PCWJPVT�
UP�NF�XIBU�UIJT�UJUMF�EPFT�TJODF�OFJUIFS�UIF�QPFNT�OPS�UIF�DPWFS�IJOU�BU�
TBĈSPO��ăBU�TBJE�7JDLJ�"OO�(BMBTTP�T�QBJOUJOH�NBLFT�GPS�BO�BUUSBDUJWF�
DPWFS�

Shaped by the Sun�CZ�+FBOOJF�.BSUJO�	8JOETPS�$POO���#VEEIB�#BCZ�
1SFTT�����
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